St Andrew’s Curriculum

Our intent is to provide our children with a creative, captivating and challenging curriculum that equips
them for z‘oda_q and tomorrow. As Jesus said to Andrew, Push Out into the Deep "(Luke 5:4) we
encourage children to take risks and build their resilience in all aspects of school life.

Our 6 whole school topics rein force our key values - Ce[ebraz‘m_q our Communlly, Being Brave, Keeping
Healthy, Making a Difference, Embracing Diversity and Exploring the World.

At St Andrew’s C of E Primary and Nursery School, we ensure that our children receive a Sull and
enriched curriculum that is underpinned by the school s Christian Values. As a sta Ff we have given careful
consideration to our children and tailored a curriculum to meet their needs, o )} fering additional experiences

and activities which complement their current opportunities and statulory rights.

U/z‘[mal‘e/y, our curriculum intent is to help us to fulfil our school’s vision o f helpmg all of our children to
believe in themselves, push the boundaries of their learning and to reach their Jull potential in order that
they are well prepared for the next step in their education and life beyond school. We inspire our children
with whole school topics and interesting, challenging lessons and projects so that they enjoy learning and
develop high aspirations for the future.

Our curriculum is structured for phases as they progress through the school. Teachers plan from a set of

central documents for each subject. We regularly review these documents to ensure that our curriculum
continues to meet the needs of all children, including our disadvantaged children and those with Special

Educational Needs.
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Children's 'sticky knowledge'

Our Curriculum Journey starts with the progression grids that have been created by subject leaders. For
each curriculum subject area, we have identified the progression of key skills and knowledge which was
informed by the national curriculum and the school's curriculum intent. We believe that learning should be
planned and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on previous learning.
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These progression grids have been clearly split into knowledge (HEAD) and skills (HANDS). Each subject has

also been split into strands or areas of learning within that sub ject.

From these progression grids, subject leaders have developed sub ject cycle plans (Year A and Year B) to

ensure complete coverage across a two-year cycle due to our mixed age classes.
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Appendix B

These subject cycle plans provide teachers with the units/projects to be covered within each term/ half term
of each cycle and also link the units/projects to the specific strands/areas of learning in that subject.
Teachers can then refer to those specific strands/areas for learning on the progression grids to see the key
knowledge and skills they will need to cover in that unit. Subject leaders have ensured that all strands/areas
For Learntng within their subject is covered at least once in the two-year cgclc, with many strands/areas For
learning covered more than once to reinforce key learning and provide children with further opportunities to

apply and develop their knowledge and skills.

Alongside these cycle plans, for each unit/ project, subject leaders have created a sticky knowledge mat
detailing the key sticky knowledge and vocabulary children are expected to know and remember by the end of

the unit/ project.
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Teachers then work in their phase teams to create yearly overviews, showing which units/pro jects will be
covered in which subjects throughout Year A and Year B. These are available on the school website and
updated at the end of each half term with any changes that have been made, e.g., a unit/ project change
or a unit/project being taught for a longer period of time.
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The next stage of the Curriculum Journey involves teachers using the progression grids, subject cycle plans
and yearly overviews to create MTPs (medium term plans) for each sub ject (except For Maths as we use
WRM and the maths progression. grids to plan and sequence lessons for this subject).
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These MTPs are created by teaching staff and are shared in their phase teams so that there is a
consistency across the three mixed-age classes. Links to National Curriculum coverage is detailed on these
MTPs, as well as key sticky knowledge that children need to know by the end of the unit/project and any
common misconceptions children may have. Understanding pupils” possible misconceptions about the unit being
studied is also an important consideration that teachers must make to ensure, where at all possible,
misconceptions are not allowed to form in a child’s grasp of a concept, knowledge, understanding or skill. Key
vocabulary is also clearly identified on these MTPs. Staff are expected to think about the progression of
lessons too, thinking about how the knowledge and skills best progress to support the children’s learning.

By using the subject cycle plans to identify the strands/areas for learning within the subject and then
referring to the progression grids, teaching staff identify the key knowledge objectives and. the key skill
learning ob jectives for each lesson on the MTP. When locking at these ob jectives, staff look at the previous
and Juture learning ob jectives on the progression grids to see where the learning “fits". This also allows staff
to understand the previous knowledge and skills the children have and build on these.

Differentiation is also supported by these previous and future learning links and Flashbacks” used at the
start of the lesson are also informed by these identified links. For example, a teacher would look at the
previous learning linked to that specific lesson and use a flashback to review this knowledge/skill to ensure
the learning will ‘build”. Flashbacks also allow the identification of children who do not have the required
previous knowledge or skill and enable staff to support them during the lesson.
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The MTPs also show links/opportunities to our whole school curriculum intent, For example the current whole
school topic, Christian and British Values, resilience, equipping children for today and tomorrow, etc.

Any current key ‘ideas’ that the school is Focusing on are also added to these MTPs, e.g., outdoor and well-
being learning opportunities. Real-life application is also considered on these MTPs so that children begin to
understand how what they are learning ‘today’ will ‘equip them for tomorrow’. To ensure assessment is
consistent and clear, how the learning will be assessed for each unit/ project is also added to our MTPs.
These MTPs are then used to deliver the sequence of lessons to the children, with the Head (knowledge) and
Hands (skills) shared with the children each lesson.

The Curriculum Journey ends with the children acquiring these key knowledge and skills that have been
detailed on the progression grids. This acquisition is evidenced in a wide variety of ways, including exercise
books, online portfolios (such as Purple Mash or Seesaw) and teacher observation.
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To support parents in understanding what their child is learning in each unit/ project across a half term, we
have developzd Parent Curriculum Overviews. Theg detail the name of the unit/ project for each sub ject,
alongside a Widgit sgmbol to ensure accessibility. Each sub ject also has a keg word and its meaning added to

the overview to support parents and home learning.
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