
WELCOME TO KS1



WWEELLCCOOMMEE  TTOO  KKSS11WELCOME TO KS1
We look forward to working with you to help

your children develop their learning and
independence as they prepare for the next phase
of their education. Learning is our core purpose

and we champion independence, challenge and
learning within a safe environment, where everyone
is kind, considerate and respectful of each other. 





SSTTAARRTT  AANNDD  EENNDD  OOFF  DDAAYYSTART AND END OF DAY
Parents/Carers can enter the school site through the gates on the school field or through the
gates on the KS2 playground. They should then make their way to the relevant playground to wait
at both the start and end of the day.
KS1 will start their school day at 8:30am – 8:40am.
This 10-minute window gives children time to get into the building and get themselves ready to
learn.
Please ensure children arrive on time, as arriving after the designated start time will mean your
child will miss learning time and may be given a late mark.
KS1 will end their school day at 3:25pm by being dismissed from the KS1 classrooms and
playground.
Children will be dismissed by staff when they see the parent/carer collecting to keep them safe
and provide a ‘1 to 1’ handover, so please be patient.



We expect KS2 pupils to help set high standards by dressing smartly for school.
Please remember the school colour for jumpers and cardigans is navy blue and not black or grey.
Shoes should be black, low-heeled and sensible for running around the playground. They should be COMPLETELY black. No
other colours on shoes will be allowed.
As part of our OPAL work, all children also need a labelled pair of wellies to wear at lunchtime.
Please ensure that all uniform is clearly labelled with your child’s name.
Pupils are permitted to wear a wristwatch and small stud earrings (no hoops). No other jewellery is permitted and
smartwatches are also not permitted in school.
Unless walking home alone (Year 6 only), mobile phones should NOT be brought into school. If they are, a form must be
completed and they must be taken to the office first thing in the morning where they will be kept until home time. They
should never be used on school site unless in an emergency.
Long hair should be tied back at all times.
Haircuts and hair colours should be respectful and sensible.
Nail polish and make up should not be worn at school.
More information about uniform can be found on our website 

UUNNIIFFOORRMMUNIFORM



Most P.E. will take place outdoors when possible, however indoor P.E. is more
suitable for gymnastics and dance.
For indoor P.E. children require a white/blue t-shirt, black/navy shorts and
plimsolls/trainers. They may also bring black/grey/navy tracksuit bottoms,
black/grey/navy jumper/tracksuit, trainers and a spare pair of socks for outdoor
P.E.
PE kits should be brought into school at the start of the half term and can be
collected at the end of the half term.
Earrings and watches must be removed for P.E.
As with uniform, we ask that all P.E. kit is clearly labelled with your child’s name.

PP..EE..  KKIITTP.E. KIT



BBOOOOKK  BBAAGGSS  AANNDD  EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTTBOOK BAGS AND EQUIPMENT
In order to cut down on the amount the children are bringing into school, all equipment needed will be
provided by the school for children to use. Therefore children will not need to bring their own pencil
cases and stationery to school.
It is expected that the children will be responsible for caring for the equipment provided.
We have listened to parent feedback and although we still provide all children with a plastic reading
packet, we will also allow school reading satchels such as the one pictured below.

Rucksacks and large bags are not permitted due to lack of storage space within classrooms.



HHEEAALLTTHHYY  SSCCHHOOOOLLSSHEALTHY SCHOOLS
Please ensure your child has a named bottle in school, for regular drinks of water.
This should only be water - squash and other drinks are not permitted.
Morning break snacks won’t be needed as we are in receipt of ‘Free Fruit For Schools’.
Please remember that your child is no longer entitled to free school milk. Please
contact the office if you would like to pay for them to continue receiving it.
Hot lunches are available and we are continuing our cafeteria style service, with a
choice of main meals. ALL children in KS1 receive the Universal Free School Meals (they
are free). Meals need to be ordered a week in advance, using your ParentPay account.
Children may bring their own lunch, in a named lunch box.



OOPPAALL  LLUUNNCCHHTTIIMMEESSOPAL LUNCHTIMES
At St Andrew’s, we believe that play is an essential part of every child’s development and wellbeing. That’s
why we have chosen to adopt the OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) Primary Programme – an award-
winning, school improvement initiative that helps schools transform the quality of play for all children.
The OPAL approach is based on the understanding that play is not just a break from learning, but a key
part of how children learn and grow. It supports creativity, social skills, problem-solving, physical activity,
and emotional resilience – all while making playtimes more fun, inclusive, and engaging.
Through OPAL, we are working to create more diverse and stimulating outdoor play opportunities that
reflect children's natural curiosity and need for exploration. This includes access to a wider range of
materials and environments that encourage imaginative, active, and cooperative play – from loose parts
and water play, to quiet areas and nature-based zones.
We’ve chosen to implement OPAL at St Andrew’s because it aligns with our commitment to developing
confident, happy, and well-rounded learners. By improving playtimes, we are not only enhancing children’s
enjoyment of school, but also supporting their behaviour, focus, relationships, and overall mental health.
Our vision is for every child at St Andrew’s to experience high-quality, meaningful play – every single day.











AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTTASSESSMENT
A variety of assessments will take place throughout the year, especially
at the end of each term. These assessments will take various forms and
will be used to assess the progress your child is making. These
assessments also allow us to identify any areas that children still need
more work on.
Although these end of term assessments are important, our day-to-day
assessment and feedback is vital to supporting your child’s progress. This
can take many forms, including verbal feedback, marking and observations.



Children will be taught Pure Sounds during phonics lessons.
In school we use the RWI Scheme of phonics, which helps children identify sounds using Special
Friends (diagraphs/tri-graphs) and Split Special Friends (split diagraphs such as a-e in cake).
In June, Year 1 children will take the Phonic Screening Test, where they will be asked to
phonetically read from a list of words. Half of these words will be nonsense or ‘alien’ words,
meaning children will have to rely purely on their phonics knowledge and skills to read them.
Any Year 2 children who did not achieve the ‘pass mark’ as set by the DfE will retake their
phonics screener in June as well.
This Phonics Screening Test is a national test set by the government, that all children in KS1 have
to complete.
Once they have completed the RWI Phonics programme, the children in Year 2 who achieved the
DfE ‘pass mark’ will move onto our spelling programme.

PPHHOONNIICCSSPHONICS



Children will benefit from not only being read to by an adult to foster a love of reading but also from reading aloud with an
adult on a regular basis. Your child will be expected to read at home with an adult and record this in their Reading Record,
at least five times per week to achieve 5 Dojo Points. Reading Records need to be brought to school every day. On a Friday,
your child will hand in their Reading Record and your child’s class teacher will check how many times your child has read with
an adult over the past week.
Children who are having phonics lessons in school will be given a colour-coded spot book which will be levelled for them
according to Phonics assessments we complete at the end of each term.
All other children (who have completed the Phonics programme) shall take a STAR reading test to assess their reading age.
This will allow us to decide which stage from our reading scheme is most appropriate for your child and will be based upon
comprehension as well as reading fluency.
Alongside their reading book, each child will also have a Free Reader book. The Free Reader book will not be matched with
the stage the child is currently reading at, it is a book of their choice to enjoy and read for pleasure.
Please use the Reading Record to record when you have listened to your child read. Remember this doesn’t always have to
be their school book. It is good to read a variety of different books to foster a love of reading.
Remember our Reading Records are much more than a book to record reading! They are a fantastic learning aid that can be
used both at home and at school to support your child’s reading, writing and spelling.

RREEAADDIINNGGREADING



WWHHAATT  CCAANN  YYOOUU  DDOO  TTOO  HHEELLPP??WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?
Finding opportunities for learning in everyday situations can be really helpful. Children will then be learning
and practising skills without even realising it!
Practising the recall of times tables (2, 5, 10 at the very least!) is important for children in Year 2. This
includes the division facts too! There are lots of online games to help with this, including ‘Hit the Button’
and of course, Times Tables Rockstars and Numbots.
Year 1 children will be working up to times tables. As a starting point, counting in 2s, 5s and 10s regularly
will help. The White Rose Maths 1-minute maths app is great for all children to develop those key mental
maths skills.
We can never overstress the importance of reading and sharing books at home. The discussion of these
books will also help your child to develop their interest in story, vocabulary and understanding of the
world. Comprehension skills will also come from this. This is crucial at this stage of their education.
Working with children to learn the key information on knowledge organisers will really help them too.



AANNDD  FFIINNAALLLLYY......AND FINALLY...
Please keep in touch! Use your Dojo account to message school during the hours of 8:00am -
6:00pm – (it’s good to receive positive comments too!)
All absences must be reported to the school office, who will then let your child’s class
teacher know.
Remember to keep checking our school website to keep up to date with important dates and
information. You can even link the calendar to your phone!

We look forward to working with you and your child over the coming year.
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